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Rancho Simi Recreation and Park 
District Board of Directors Meeting 

MINUTES 
December 5, 2019 6:30 p.m. 

Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
4201 Guardian Avenue, Activity Room # 3 

Simi Valley, CA 93063 
(805) 584-4400; www.rsrpd.org 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Chair Freeman called the 
meeting to order at 6:30pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Brian Dennert. 

2. ROLL CALL - Director Dennert, Johnson, O'Brien, Vice Chair Abele, and Chair 
Freeman were in attendance. Staff in attendance included: Jorge Contreras Flores, Tracy 
Engel, Jesse Juarez, Wayne Nakaoka, Dan Paranick, Theresa Pennington, District 
Council Brian Pierik, Brian Reed, and Gina Viecco. 

3. AGENDA REVIEW - There were no requested changes to the Agenda. 

4. PUBLIC STATEMENTS (ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA) - NONE 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Special Closed Session Meeting -
November 21,2019 - Motion: Director Johnson moved to approve the minutes as 
written. Vice Chair Abele seconded the motion. The motion carried with a 
unanimous vote. 

b. Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District Board Meeting - November 21, 2019-
Director O'Brien noted she received correspondence from Oak Park Committee 
Member Janice Smets, not from Jana Orkney. Chair Freeman stated she toured the 
Metropolitan Water District, not the State, and they toured the Delta System 
starting in Sacramento. The Minutes have been amended as requested. 

Motion: Vice Chair Abele moved to approve the Minutes as amended. Director 
Johnson seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

6. SCHEDULED ITEMS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Presentation of the Part-Time Employee of the Month for November 2019 to 
Jesse Juarez - Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration, presented Mr. 
Juarez with his plaque and check. He has been working with the District for 2 
years, this is his first Employee of the Month Award. Jesse thanked everyone and 
hopes his next award will be for Full Time Employee of the Month. Director of 
Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka stated Jesse is a hard worker, he has 
worked especially hard in Oak Park after the fire and rain events. He added their 
Department hopes Jesse becomes Full-time as well. 
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b. Presentation of the Full-Time Employee of the Month for November 2019 to 
Jorge Contreras Flores - Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration 
presented Mr. Contreras Flores with his plaque, he will also receive a paid day 
off. He has worked with the District for 4 years; this is his first Employee of the 
Month Award. Jorge is very grateful to be a member of Park District; he feels 
working here has helped him become a better person. He dedicated his award to 
his family and his crew members. Nakaoka added he is surprised this is Jorge's 
first award. He is so well liked in the Oak Park Community the residents take the 
time to send correspondence commending his work. He always goes above and 
beyond to service the community. District Manager Dan Paranick added there has 
been a lot of extra work in Oak Park due to the recent fire and rain activity. Both 
Jorge and Jesse have gone above and beyond over the last year and he thanked 
them for their efforts. 

7. CONSENT AGENDA (Matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine 
and shall be acted upon without discussion by one motion approving the Consent 
Agenda. If discussion is desired the item may be removed from the Consent Agenda upon 
a Director's request.) 

a. 11115/2019 Accounts Payable Check Register, 11/8/19 Payroll Check Register -
Staff responded to questions from the Board. Motion: Director O'Brien moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda. Vice Chair Abele seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with a unanimous vote. 

8. CONTINUED BUSINESS - NONE 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Approval of State of California Office of Emergency Services Designation of 
Applicant's Agent Resolution Related to Potential Woolsey Fire Emergency 
Financial Support and Reimbursement - The staff report was presented by 
Theresa Pennington, Director of Administration. CalOES has identified additional 
forms which require approval by the District's Board of Directors. Staff 
recommends the Board approve Resolution No.1984 and approve the processing 
ofform.s 89 and 130 for signatures. 

Motion: Director Johnson moved to approve Resolution No.1984 and the 
processing of forms 89 and 130. Director O'Brien seconded the motion. The 
Motion carried with the following Roll Call vote: 

Ayes: Abele, Dennert, Freeman, Johnson, O'Brien 
Noes: 
Abstain: 
Absent: 

b. Approval and Adoption of Part-time Employee Pay Schedule effective December 
27, 2019 - The staff report was presented by Theresa Pennington, Director of 
Administration. State minimum wage will be increasing from $12 per hour to $13 
per hour effective January 1,2020. This increase necessitates a review of all Part-
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Time classifications and hourly rates. Pennington presented the Board with a 
proposed Part-Time Pay Schedule to include changes for the upcoming year. If 
approved, the new Pay Schedule will become effective December 27, 2019 to 
coincide with the start of the pay period. 

Director Dennert asked if the District has been having an issue attracting After 
School Club Staff members. Pennington replied is has been difficult to get staff 
members to apply for the Assistant Director position as there is a lot more work 
with a minimal increase in pay from the Counselor position to the Assistant Site 
Director position. 

Director Johnson asked if the increase in the Ranger rates was due to higher rates 
in other areas. Pennington replied yes, staff looked at MRCA who pay $36 per 
hour and Conejo Park District who pays $34 per hour. Staff wants to continue to 
attract qualified rangers. 

Motion: Director Johnson moved to approve the updated Pay Schedule. Vice 
Chair Abele seconded the motion. The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 

c. Selection of Chair and Vice Chair of Board of Directors - The staff report was 
presented by Dan Paranick, District Manager. Action has historically been taken 
each November by the Board to appoint a new Chair and Vice Chair for the 
upcoming year. Staff recommends the Board select members to serve in these 
positions for 2020. Paranick also presented a special plaque to Chair Freeman 
thanking her for her year of service. Chair Freeman thanked everyone for their 
patience, noting the past year contained some long meetings and a little 
controversy. 

Motion: Director Johnson moved to nominate Vice Chair Abele for Board Chair 
in 2020. Director O'Brien seconded the motion. The motion carried with a 
unanimous vote. 

Motion: Director Johnson moved to nominate Director Dennert for Board Vice 
Chair in 2020. Director O'Brien seconded the motion. The motion carried with a 
unanimous vote. 

Chair Freeman congratulated Abele and Dennelt and wished them a good year. 

10. WRITTEN COMMUNICA TrONS OF NOTE - NONE 

11. REPORTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 

Vice Chair Abele thanked his fellow Board members, he is excited to represent and 
promote the District as Chair in 2020. Freeman has been a great Chair and has done a 
remarkable job during the last year, he noted the Memorial Wall Event and Veteran's 
Day as standout events. He is especially looking forward to carrying this on during his 
term. It's not so much about what the Board does, it's really about the employees. He 
enjoys all District Events and has seen the work that goes on behind the scenes, he 
commends staff for handling any glitch that comes up. He noted that Tracy Engel has 
really excelled in the Director of Recreation position. Not only have they had a great year 
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of events but the After-School Clubs are doing wonderful as well. He acknowledged 
Brian Reed for doing an amazing job with the Golf Courses. He handled various issues 
this year, from a rate increase to the opening of the Birdie Bar. He commended Reed for 
the quality and profitability of the Courses. Ranger Jim Rosales has done so much to 
rehabilitate the Ranger program. He has been an excellent representative for the District 
with the Community. A huge part of last year's success is due to Director of Planning and 
Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka and his Staff. The cleanup, recovery, and rebuilding after 
the rain and fire events has been so well handled to the credit of Nakaoka, his Staff, and 
the entire Park District. Director of Administration Theresa Pennington has really been a 
sounding board for him with Board and personal issues over the last year. He has been 
fortunate to know many good people and Theresa really is the best of the best. 

Abele currently serves on the Oak Park and Finance Committees, if any other Board 
Members are interested in serving on these, he is willing to trade or give them up. If not, 
he is fine to stay on them. He will retire the gavel for at least a year while serving as 
Chair. In his career as a prosecutor he found the favorite judges were the ones who did 
not use the gavel. Also, his wife knows it is dangerous to have any type of tools near him. 
For these 2 reasons, he will be retiring the gavel for his upcoming term. He thanked 
Freeman again for her year of service and is looking forward to working with Brian 
Dennert as Vice Chair in the coming year. 

Director Dennert is looking forward to serving as Vice Chair. He thanked Tracy Engel 
for being patient while he's learning, he really appreciates the way her eyes light up when 
discussing what she's working on. He appreciates Theresa Pennington for assisting him 
with explaining the process of how things work. He also thanked Wayne Nakaoka for the 
flowers. He thanked Brian Reed for always knowing what is going on and the great job 
he has done with the Birdie Bar. He has really created a great place for people to gather. 
He thanked Chair Freeman for being a great mentor over the last year, he appreciates the 
time she dedicated to helping him. 

Dennert would like the District to look into the possibility of the Rangers carrying Narcan 
with them in the event of an opiate overdose. It is relatively inexpensive and some 
Rangers would have already had this training. He inquired about the park rules for 
smoking or vaping. Chair Freeman responded neither are allowed anywhere in the Parks 
and this is posted in the Park Rules. The only exception is the 2 Golf Courses. Paranick 
added staff can direct the Rangers to do more enforcing of this rule as well. He met with 
a group of Boy and Cub Scouts; they are very excited about coyotes. He reported on the 
recent mountain lion sightings and attack on a dog. in the Evening Sky area of Simi 
Valley, he suggested a Facebook post about keeping pets safe from wildlife. The Kids 
Swap and Sell is this weekend, he's really looking forward to it. He thanked staff for 
taking his idea and organizing this event so quickly. 

Director Johnson thanked Chair Freeman for her leadership this past year, adding she is 
always so gracious with her responsibilities. Johnson met with Simi Youth along with 
Paranick and Dennert. There will be a lot of work to do in getting them situated with a 
potential new location. He thanked staff and the Board for remembering his birthday. 

Director O'Brien stated 2019 has been a challenging year. She thanked District Staff for 
the hard work and Chair Freeman for her leadership. She attended the Historical Society 
Committee Meeting with Chair Freeman. She reported the revenue from weddings had 
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appeared to decline. It turns out having so many wedding rentals had been interfering 
with other events so they had to reduce the number of wedding rentals during the year. 
There are 9 applicants for the Caretaker position at Strathearn Park. Supervisor Huber 
hosted a thank you lunch for people appointed to committees; it was a nice event. 

Chair Freeman thanked Paranick for being a good partner and really working together 
with her this last year. She thanked staff for their hard work, adding District staff always 
goes above and beyond. She also thanked Tracy Engel and her staff for the lovely holiday 
decorations in the lobby. She stated it is wonderful to serve as Chair of the Board for the 
Park District, everything is done with such excellence, it has been wonderful to represent 
the District. She will miss being Chair but feels the District is in good hands with Abele 
and Dennert. 

Freeman attended the Historical Society meeting with O'Brien, this Sunday is the 
Holiday Party .at Strathearn Park from 11 :OOam to 3 :OOpm. She reported the Printz 
Colony house should be in place by Christmas. There is discussion of placing cameras at 
the entrance of Strathearn Park to deter trespassers, monitor activity, and provide a level 
of comfort to the volunteers. In 2019 Strathearn brought in $56,267 in rentals, the income 
is divided between the Historical Society and the District. She added Carolyn Valdez has 
done a wonderful job for the District at Strathearn and they are already booked into 2021. 

12. REPORT BY DISTRICT MANAGER - Comments were provided by Dan Paranick. The 
rain this week has been a good opportunity to see how fire affected areas will do. So far 
mud, silt, and flooding have not been anywhere close to last year. Maintenance crews 
have been sandbagging in Oak Park and near the more recent Easy Fire to mitigate any 
possible issues. There have been some challenges at the Simi Landfill with rain and mud, 
there will be a meeting next week with the partners to discuss these issues. Goodwill has 
been sending volunteers to Oak Park to help with cleanup. It is a significant amount of 
volunteer hours: 12 workers putting in 200 hours each, this has been funded by a Federal 
Government grant. Paranick reviewed the October Financials and everything looks good. 
The CAPRI inspection occurred today, the inspector's quote was "we are Golden." He 
thanked Nakaoka, Pennington, and Engel for having everything in order for the 
inspection. Caretaker interviews are coming up, there are 9 applicants which is a good 
pool to choose from. He will be meeting with the BMX track operator, Tony, next week 
to understand what is involved in running the track, he will bring the information to the 
Board. The Simi Youth meetings are just exploratory at this point, he will meet with the 
School District as the next step. Youth Council would like the District to host their 
Summit Event again, either here at Guardian or at the Center (RSSCC.) The Kiwanis 
Club is looking to hold their Cowboys and Cabernet Event at Stratheam in June. Bryan 
Coles, a Custodian with the Maintenance Department, has announced his retirement. 

Upcoming Events: Kids Swap Meet on December 7, District Holiday Party is Friday 
December 6, Heritage Holiday Event at Strathearn Park on December 8, Alternative 
Recreation Holiday Party at the Elks Lodge on December 20, and Santa at the Depot on 
December 21 and 22. 

Future Agenda Items: Ranger Program update, Bids for Berylwood Skate Park, and BMX 
Track update. 
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Committee Activity: Oak Park Committee is scheduled in January, Golf Committee to 
discuss rates will be this Monday December 9 at 3:00pm. 

13. CLOSED SESSION - NONE 

14. ADJOURNMENT - Director Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting. Director O'Brien 
seconded the motion. Chair Freeman adjourned the meeting at 7:21pm. 

~/()A-vt-~I ~c::..-
Dan Paranick, District Clerk 
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